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State Profile 

Tamil Nadu has a long coastline of over 1000 km and the climate is 

basically tropical. Due to its proximity to sea, extremes in summer and winter 

are not experienced. Yet, throughout the year, the State experiences 

sunshine and moderate to high temperature. The maximum temperature 

goes upto 43° C and minimum temperature never goes below 18° C except in 

the hilly regions of the State. The total population as per 2001 Census is 

62.11 million people with 34.87 million people living in rural areas and 27.24 

million people in urban agglomerates. Tamil Nadu has a substantial 

agricultural labour force with a population of 7.9 million, which is 32.65% of 

the total work force. It is much higher than the all India average of 23.75%. 

1.2 Rainfall Pattern 

Tamil Nadu receives an annual average rainfall of 977 mm. 

Approximately 33% of this is from the Southwest Monsoon and 48% from the 

Northeast Monsoon. The annual rainfall distribution is as follows:-

Season Months 
Normal 

Rainfall in 
mm 

Percentage 
of annual 

rainfall 
Winter Rains January - February 47.00 4.82% 
Summer Rains March - May 138.00 14.12% 
Southwest Monsoon June - September 322.00 32.96% 
Northeast Monsoon October - December 470.00 48.10% 

Average rainfall 977.00 ^ 100.00% 

Though the State receives its rainfall from both Southwest and 

Northeast Monsoons, the State's agriculture is dependent more on the 

Northeast Monsoon as the Western Ghats have rendered this State a rain 

shadow region. The Western Ghats form a complete geographical barrier not 

allowing any Monsoon winds from Kerala to pass through. While most parts 

of the country get bulk of their rain from Southwest Monsoon, Tamil Nadu's 

position is quite different with only 1/3rd of the precipitation accounting for 

Southwest Monsoon. The Northeast Monsoon provides the major part of the 

precipitation to the State. Important agricultural seasons such as Samba, 

Thaladi, Navarai, etc., depend entirely on the Northeast Monsoon. Hence the 



rainfall during October to December plays a more important role in deciding 

the fate of the agricultural economy of the State 

The State has 7 agro climatic zones. Cauvery Delta Zone 

comprising the whole of Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam and parts of 

Karur, Perambalur, Pudukottai, Cuddalore and Tiruchirapalli districts 

constitutes an economically important zone for Tamil Nadu, as it is the 

granary of Tamil Nadu. The State does not have any perennial river due to its 

proximity to the equator and lack of high mountain ranges. Cauvery is the 

lifeline of the farmers of delta region. But the farmers have to depend on the 

adjoining State of Karnataka for release of water in the Mettur Dam. In recent 

years, agriculture in the cauvery delta region, especially in the kharif season 

has become a big gamble because of the reluctance of Karnataka to give 

Tamil Nadu its legitimate share of cauvery water. Tamil Nadu is 

predominantly agricultural and strangely agriculture is still a gamble on the 

Monsoon. 

The Climatic season for the State of Tamil Nadu can be broadly 

classified into i) Winter Season (January - February), ii) Summer Season 

(March - May), iii) Southwest Monsoon (June - September), iv) Northeast 

Monsoon (October - December). 
I 

1.3 Rainfall received during 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 

2005 for Tamil Nadu is summarized as follows:-

Year Normal Rainfall 
(in mm) 

Actual Rainfall 
(in mm) 

% 
Departure 

2000 979.90 848.00 -13% 
2001 977.40 772.90 -21% 
2002 978.99 745.71 -24% 
2003 967.00 875.70 -9% 
2004 961.85 1126.91 17% 
2005 961.24 1387.68 44% 

1.4 It may be seen from the above table that the rainfall was 

deficit during the years 2001 and 2002, normal during the years 2000, 2003 

and 2004 and excess during the year 2005. 



Southwest Monsoon 2005 

The Southwest Monsoon period is from 1st June to 30th 

September and spills over to October. Normally this Monsoon sets in on 31st 

May or 1st June every year. During 2005 it set in on 08.06.2005. The normal 

rainfall during the period of Southwest Monsoon for the year 2005 for Tamil 

Nadu is 332.86 mm and actual rainfall received during Southwest Monsoon 

was 308.16 mm showing a normal rainfall during Southwest Monsoon. 

2.2 Normal Rainfall Districts 

Coimbatore, Cuddalore, Dharmapuri, Dindigul, Erode, 

Kanniyakumari, Krishnagiri, Madurai, Nagapattinam, Namakkal, the Nilgiris, 

Perambalur, Pudukkottai, Ramanathapuram, Salem, Sivagangai, Thanjavur, 

Theni, Tiruchirapalli, Tiruvallur, Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvarur and Vellore districts 

received normal rainfall. 

2.3 Deficient Rainfall Districts 

Chennai, Kancheepuram, Karur, Thoothukudi, Villupuram and 

Virudhunagar districts received deficit rainfall. 

2.4 Excess Rainfall District:-

Tirunelveli district received excess rainfall during Southwest 

Monsoon 2005. 

2.5 The Southwest Monsoon 2005 rainfall statement showing 

deficient, normal and excess rainfall are given in Annexure 2.1. 

(Source: Regional Meteorological Centre, Chennai) 



Southwest Monsoon 2005 
(01.06.2005 to 30.09.2005) 

SI.No. District Normal 
(in mm) 

Actual 
(in mm) 

% 
Departure 

Deficit Rainfal 
1 Thoothukkudi 86.8 48.4 -44% 
2 Kancheepuram 462.7 293.5 -37% 
3 Karur 249.7 164.3 -34% 
4 Villupuram 433.0 313.7 -28% 
5 Chennai 443.5 324.8 -27% 
6 Virudhunagar 181.8 135.4 -26% 

Normal Rainfa I 
7 Madurai 305.4 250.4 -18% 
8 Theni 178.4 147.8 -17% 
9 Ramanad 136.1 115.3 -15% 
10 Perambalur 349.6 301.6 -14% 
11 Namakkal 317.0 276.7 -13% 
12 Thanjavur 342.0 303.0 -11% 
13 Tiruchirapalli 270.3 244.9 -9% 
14 Sivaganga 289.6 263.7 -9% 
15 Cuddalore 373.6 340.3 -9% 
16 Coimbatore 192.9 177.7 -8% 
17 Tiruvarur 301.8 285.3 -5% 
18 Tiruvannamalai 465.8 446.4 -4% 
19 Nilgiris 1060.0 1032.5 -3% 
20 Dindigul 251.4 247.5 -2% 
21 Pudukottai 350.7 347.5 -1% 
22 Vellore 442.0 439.2 -1% 
23 Krishnagiri 403.6 407.3 1% 
24 Tiruvallur 449.5 463.7 3% 
25 Nagapattinam 274.1 291.1 6% 
26 Salem 380.0 408.1 7% 
27 Dharmapuri 361.0 390.4 8% 
28 Erode 213.1 244.4 15% 
29 Kanniyakumari 327.8 389.3 19% 

Excess Rainfall 
30 Tirunelveli 92.6 150.6 63% 

State Average 332.86 308.16 -7% 



State preparedness during Northeast Monsoon 2005 

In order to tackle the situation arising out of floods / cyclones Tamil 

Nadu has evolved a Disaster Mitigation Plan over the years. On the basis of 

the experience gained in handling floods / cyclones, Government have 

codified all the preventive measures that have to be undertaken well before 

the beginning of the Northeast monsoon season. Contingency plans have 

also been prepared for all the districts and regular protective and preventive 

steps are initiated well ahead of the onset of the monsoon season, a drill 

which has been followed with considerable success during the past years. 

3.2 The coastal districts of Tamil Nadu are often affected by the 

trough / low pressure / depression that form in the Bay of Bengal during the 

Northeast Monsoon season every year. Every year during the Northeast 

Monsoon season, an Anti-Disaster Plan is prepared / updated in all the 

districts to mitigate the damages likely to be caused by the rain, flood and 

cyclone. 

3.3 Collectors of Coastal Districts were instructed to familiarize 

themselves with contents of contingency plan of their districts and to go 

through the drill and be prepared to meet all eventualities. The Collectors 

were also asked to have a ready list of Government Schools in coastal areas 

and keep them prepared so that they could be used to accommodate the 

flood victims, if emergency arises. The Collectors were asked to identify 

vulnerable tanks, which are likely to breach during the floods and see that 

they are kept in order to withstand any such threat. The Collectors were also 

asked to maintain the vehicles properly for use for flood relief operations. 

They were specifically instructed that all equipments intended for use during 

natural calamities should be got tested for their usefulness, prior to the 

monsoon season. 

3.4 The Government have provided a two way Communication 

System of VHF / HF in all the 13 coastal districts and in the office of the State 

Relief Commissioner. Necessary instructions were issued to the Collectors of 

coastal districts to utilise the above communication system effectively and 

extensively during the Northeast monsoon period. 



3.5 A permanent Control Room is functioning in the office of the 

State Relief Commissioner with all the necessary infrastructure facilities 

including VHF / HF facilities for communicating with the coastal district 

Collectors. A toll free public utility services Telephone No. 1070 has been 

installed for communicating information of disasters by the general public. 

Further a permanent Telephone No.28593990 has also been installed. 

Arrangements have been made for manning the Control Room round the 

clock during the Northeast monsoon season. Similarly, the Collectors have 

also been instructed to establish Control Rooms at the Collectorate and to 

monitor the Northeast monsoon activities round the clock. 

3.6 Before the onset of Northeast Monsoon every year, a Pre-

Monsoon Preparedness Meeting is conducted under the Chairmanship of the 

Chief Secretary with the officers of all line departments, IMD and Defence 

forces and necessary instructions are issued to the Collectors and to the 

officials of the line departments. 

3.7 Further, a District Coordination Committee Meetir^ is also held 

at the district level under the Chairmanship of Collector with the line 

departments for taking precautionary measures and relief operations during 

Northeast monsoon period. An updated District Contingency Plan is 

prepared by the Collectors with reference to their past experiences and 

implemented in the districts. 

3.8 As per G.O. No. 472, Revenue dated 6-11-2002 the 

Government have also formed a Relief Committee to monitor the relief 

operations during Northeast Monsoon period in Chennai Corporation limit. 

3.9 To provide immediate relief to the people affected by floods / 

cyclone / fire etc., Collectors have been authorized to sanction assistance up 

to the limits given below: 

a) An immediate relief of Rs. 15,000/- from CM relief fund is given 

by the respective district Collectors to the families of each of the deceased 

persons. 

b) A relief at a rate of Rs.2000/- for fully damaged hut and 

Rs.1000/- for partly damaged hut is given. Besides, one saree, one dhoti, 5 

kg of rice and one litre of kerosene are also given free of cost to the affected 

families. 



c) Relief at the rate of Rs.5000/- for loss of cow, buffalo and bullock 

per head, Rs.3000/- for loss of calf of cow and buffalo per head and Rs.1000 

for loss of sheep and goat per head is given subject to a maximum of two 

cattle for a family. 

d) Powers under Treasury Rule 27 have been delegated to the 
i 

District Collectors in order to provide immediate cash relief to the affected 

people. 
e) Relief given for various crops affected by floods / cyclone are as 

follows: 

Following the revised norms fixed by the Government of India, the 

Government have issued orders in G.O. (Ms) No. 107, Revenue, dated 

04.3.2003 fixing norms of relief to various agriculture and horticulture crops 

damaged due to natural calamities like floods, cyclone, drought as follows: 

Assistance to small and marginal farmers 
for: 

Rain fed areas Rs. 1000/- per 
hectare 

Rs. 2500/- per hectare in area 
with assured irrigation. 

Agriculture input subsidy where crop loss 
was 50% and above. 

Rain fed areas Rs. 1000/- per 
hectare 

Rs. 2500/- per hectare in area 
with assured irrigation. 

For agriculture crops, horticulture crops 
and Annual plantation crops. 

Rain fed areas Rs. 1000/- per 
hectare 

Rs. 2500/- per hectare in area 
with assured irrigation. 

Farmers other than small and marginal 
farmers 

Rs. 1000/- per hectare for all 
areas. 

Perennial crops Rs. 4000/- per hectare 



Northeast Monsoon 2005 and its onset 

Normally, Northeast Monsoon rains follow the depressions and 

cyclones formed in the South Bay of Bengal. The Northeast Monsoon 

normally sets in during the 3rd week of October, after withdrawal of 

Southwest Monsoon. In the year 2005, the Northeast Monsoon set in on 

12.10.2005. The actual rainfall received from Northeast Monsoon was 830.15 

mm against the normal rainfall of 459.19 mm, which is 81% above normal 

rainfall. One remarkable feature of the Northeast Monsoon during the year 

was that no district received deficit rainfall. 

4.2 Normal Rainfall District:-

Thoothukudi was the only district, which received normal rainfall 

while all the other districts received excess rains. 

4.3 Excess Rainfall Districts: 

Chennai, Coimbatore, Cuddalore, Dharmapuri, Dindigul, Erode, 

Kancheepuram, Kanniyakumari, Karur, Krishnagiri, Madurai, Nagapattinam, 

Namakkal, Nilgiris, Perambalur, Pudukottai, Ramanathapuram, Salem, 

Sivaganga, Thanjavur, Theni, Tiruvallur, Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvarur, 

Tirunelveli, Tiruchirapalli, Vellore, Villupuram and Virudhunagar districts 

received excess rainfall during the year. 

4.4 The Northeast Monsoon 2005 rainfall statemtent showing 

normal and excess rainfall are given in Annexure 4-1. 

(Source: Regional Meteorological Centre, Chennai) 



Annexure - 4.1 

Northeast Monsoon Rainfall 
(01.10.2005 to 31.12.2005) 

SI.No. District Normal 
(in mm) 

Actual 
(in mm) % Departure 

Normal Rainfall 
1 Thoothukkudi 410.1 453.6 11% 

Excess Rainfall 
2 Tiruvarur 665.4 806.1 21% 
3 Tirunelveli 429.8 548.8 28% 
4 Kanniyakumari 427.4 550.0 29% 
5 Nagapattinam 886.4 1197.6 35% 
6 Virudhunagar 431.2 625.5 45% 
7 Ramanathapuram 507.4 760.0 50% 
8 Nilgiris 367.7 558.6 52% 
9 Coimbatore 327.0 515.4 58% 
10 Theni 384.0 637.6 66% 
11 Thanjavur 545.7 948.9 74% 
12 Salem 347.0 607.1 75% 
13 Sivaganga 415.5 738.5 78% 
14 Tiruvannamalai 439.8 800.6 82% 
15 Villupuram • 484.8 888.3 83% 
16 
17 

Dindigul 399.2 741.3 86% 16 
17 Madurai 373.0 694.8 86% 
18 Cuddalore 716.5 1346.3 88% 
19 Perambalur 449.6 853.6 90% 
20 Pudukottai 418.0 809.3 94% 
21 Karur 365.4 714.2 95% 
22 Vellore 353.0 692.7 96% 
23 Erode 323.5 640.2 98% 
24 Kancheepuram 697.2 1471.0 111% 
25 Krishnagiri 290.0 647.8 123% 
26 Dharmapuri 316.7 720.5 128% 
27 Namakkal 291.0 675.1 132% 
28 Tiruvallur 604.1 1417.9 135% 
29 Tiruchirapalli 356.1 858.7 141% 
30 Chennai 753.1 1984.5 164% 

State Average 459.19 830.15 81% 



Damages during Northeast Monsoon 2005 

During Northeast monsoon 2005, which was very active in Tamil 

Nadu, as many as 497 human lives and 1520 cattle were lost. 104843 huts 

were fully damaged and 206340 huts were partly damaged. The District 

Collectors sanctioned immediate relief to those affected. A statement showing 

district wise loss of human lives, cattle loss and hut damages during the 

Northeast monsoon period is given in Annexure 5.1 

5.2 During the Northeast Monsoon 2005, the State was subjected 

to heavy rainfall right from the date of onset of Northeast Monsoon on 

12.10.2005 due to the formation of low pressure area over Bay of Bengal on 

10.10.2005. Due to continuous influence of various low pressure areas / 

deep depressions along the Bay of Bengal in October and November months 

the State experienced intense torrential downpour many times that caused 

loss of human lives and cattle loss and damages to kuchha houses and pucca 

houses besides causing untold damages to the public and private properties 

in 22 districts of the State viz., Chennai, Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, 

Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, Salem, Vellore, Erode, Namakkal, Karur, 

Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur, Nagapattinam, Cuddalore, Madurai, Villuppuram, 

Perambalur, Dindigul, Sivagangai, Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai and 

Tiruvarur. The State received heavy torrential downpour in four distinct 

phases within a short span of six weeks. 

5.3 First Spell of Rains I Floods ( from 23.10.2005 to 03.11.2005) 

During the first spell of heavy rainfall, 18 districts viz., Chennai, 

Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Krishnagiri, Salem, Dharmapuri, Erode, Karur, 

Namakkal, Tiruchirapalli, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur, Thanjavur, Perambalur, 

Vellore, Cuddalore, Villupuram and Madurai were affected. In the above 

districts, totally 76 Taluks, 812 Revenue villages were affected and 113 

villages were fully marooned. 

Rainfall in October 2005 
I 

The Northeast Monsoon set in over the State on 12.10.2005 eight 

days in advance to the normal onset of 20th October. Normally rainfall in 

October for the State as a whole is 187.1 mm. But during the year 2005, the 



rainfall in October was as high as 291.66 mm. This was very much higher 

than the rainfall received in October during the last six years except 2004 as 

may be seen from the table below: 

Year Normal rainfall 
(in mm) 

Actual rainfall 
(in mm) 

October, 1999 193.80 238.84 

October, 2000 193.80 105.79 

October, 2001 193.80 166.79 

October, 2002 189.13 225.28 

October, 2003 187.65 208.39 

October, 2004 187.65 278.49 

October, 2005 187.10 291.66 

Unprecedented Rainfall and damages caused in Chennai City 

The special feature of the Northeast Monsoon 2005 was that there 

was very heavy precipitation of 436.90 mm in two days (27.10.2005 and 

28.10.2005) in Chennai City. During the same period of two days the 

adjoining district of Tiruvallur received 252.21 mm. This was the first time in 

several years that Chennai received such a heavy rainfall over a'period of 48 

hours. | 

The normal rainfall in Chennai City, during the period of Northeast 

Monsoon (October to December) is 753.1 mm and for the month of October is 

270.0 mm. Chennai city received 752.0 mm of rainfall, almost the entire 

Northeast Monsoon rainfall in a period of 20 days between 12.10.2005 to 

31.10.2005. Due to deep depression that was formed about 400 kms of East, 

Southeast of Chennai, the city experienced unprecedented downpour with 

very high intense spell of torrential rain between 08.30 a.m. of 26.10.2005 to 

08.30 a.m. of 27.10.2005. This unparalleled downpour resulted in heavy 

water logging in many parts of the city. Several low-lying areas in North 

Chennai were cut off from rest of the city as rain water submerged the 

approach roads and subways. 

Release of Excess water into the Cauvery System 

During the first spell of heavy rainfall a flood situation was created 

by way of unprecedented inflow into the Mettur Dam and the consequent 



discharge of 2.24 lakh cusecs of water in the Cauvery System affecting 8 

districts through which the river Cauvery flows. 

The unprecedented huge inflow of water in the Cauvery and 

Kollidam rivers simultaneously posed a major threat to Srirangam Town in 

Trichy District. A significant portion of the Cauvery bank near Srirangam was 

weakened and an area measuring 15/5 Mts showed signs of disintegrating. 

Damages caused 

Due to the heavy downpour in the districts and excess inflow into 

the Cauvery system, 63 persons lost their lives and loss of 61 cattle was 

reported in the above flood affected districts. 9951 huts were fully damaged 

and 87787 huts were partly damaged. As many as 2426629 people were 

affected and 416618 people were evacuated. A total number of 373 relief 

centres were opened in the flood affected places. 

Paddy crop to an extent of 17713.16 hectares were fully damaged, 

10128.85 hectares of paddy crops were partly damaged and an extent of 

3709.1 hectares of others crops were also affected badly due to this unusual 

heavy rainfall. 

Due to torrential heavy downpour, 6892 km length of Highways 

Roads, 418.5 km length of Municipal roads, 1771.90 km length of Panchayat 

roads and 550.39 km length of roads located in Special Panchayat areas 

were affected very badly. 

River banks / channels in 367 locations and 708 irrigation tanks 

breached due to the floods caused by the heavy rains. 

A total number of 1748 culverts / bridges in Highways were 

damaged fully and 704 number of culverts / bridges in Panchayat Unions 

were damaged due to the heavy rains / floods. 462 public buildings were 

damaged in the affected districts. 

Immediate Relief on war footing 

Cash doles to the tune of Rs. 89.24 lakhs, 8228 dhoties, 8194 

sarees, 53339 kgs of rice and 12652 litres of kerosene were disbursed to the 

affected people in the above 18 flood affected districts. 

The Government have sanctioned a Special Relief Package of 

assistance of Rs. 80.00 crores as per G.O.Ms.No. 612, Revenue, dated 

31.10.05 and also sanctioned Rs.50.00 crores for immediate temporary 



restoration of damaged infrastructure as per G.O.Ms.No. 613, Revenue, 

dated 31.10.05. 

5.4 Second Spell of Rains / Floods (04.11.2005 to 13.11.2005) 

The rains that battered Tamil Nadu in the second fortnight of 

October continued in the first week of November also. The districts that were 

particularly affected during the second spell of rains were Chennai, 

Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Cuddalore, Villupuram, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and 

Nagapattinam. The torrential downpour caused major damages to the 

infrastructures such as roads, storm water drains, pumping stations, power 

installations, irrigation systems and crops apart from causing misery to lakhs 

of people in the affected areas. 

Again in Chennai, normal life was disrupted and thousands of 

people had to be evacuated to safer places. The Municipal Corporation had 

to restart the 143 relief centres to accommodate the persons whose houses 

were marooned / inundated. 

Damages caused 

During the second spell of rains, 43 Taluks, 1492 Revenue villages 

of the above districts were affected. 129 villages were marooned fully by 

flood. 

2796087 people were affected in the 8 districts and 596932 people 

were evacuated and 594 relief camps were opened in the .above flood 

affected districts. 65 persons lost their lives and a loss of 99 cattle reported in 

the above flood affected districts in the second spell of calamity. 21315 huts 

were fully damaged, 26799 huts were partly damaged, and 340000 houses 

were damaged / marooned or inundated in Chennai and adjoining areas. 

An extent of 61201.2 hectares of crops were damaged due to this 

heavy rain (production loss 50% and above). Crops to an extent of 20725.12 

hectares were damaged in rainfed areas and crops to an extent of 4022 

hectares were damaged in assured irrigation areas. 

398.14 km length of National Highways roads, 4590.88 km length 

of State Highways roads, 795.11 km length of Municipal roads, 229.42 km 

length of Special Panchayat roads and 1523.6 km length of Panchayat roads 

were affected very badly. 



River banks / channels in 483 locations and 881 irrigation tanks 

maintained by Public Works Department and Panchayats breached. 

Immediate Relief on war-footing 

Cash doles to the tune of Rs.4115.07 lakhs, 206951 dhoties, 

206951 sarees, 2081175 kgs of rice and 17474 litres of kerosene were 

disbursed to the affected people in the above flood affected districts. 

5.5 Third Spell of Rains / Floods (21.11.2005 to 29.11.2005) 

Tamil Nadu also received unprecedented and heavy rainfall 

between 21.11.2005 and 29.11.2005, which resulted in extensive flood 

damages in 15 districts viz., Cuddalore, Tiruchirapalli, Nagapattinam, 

Thanjavur, Villupuram, Madurai, Sivagangai, Pudukottai, Tiruvarur, Salem, 

Dindigul, Perambalur, Karur, Ramanathapuram and Namakkal. 

The average rainfall for the entire month of November 2005 was 

182.46 mm. But in November 2005, there was heavy downpour in these 15 

districts during a short span of 4 days from 21.11.2005 to 24.11.2005 and the 

total rainfall was 3940.18 mm and average rainfall was 262.68 mm in the 

above 15 districts. 

Due to the swelling floods caused by the tributories of River 

Cauvery like Amaravathy, Noyyal, Bhavani and overflow of Mettur Dam and 

surplusing of Veeranam tank, a major irrigation and drinking water source for 

the State, the situation in delta and other Cauvery system districts became 

unmanageable. Kollidam, the surplus river course of Cauvery witnessed 

unprecedented flow of 3.35 lakhs cusecs of water on 25.11.2005 alone, the 

highest recorded flood in the last sixty five years since 1939. 

Due to the above heavy rainfall, there was wide-spread damage to 

infrastructure, especially roads, bridges, culverts, irrigation systems, crops 

and dwelling houses in the 15 districts. 

Damages caused 

Rail tracks, National Highways, State Highways and major network 

of roads in the State were washed away in many places and 91 persons lost 

their life on 25.11.05 in two separate accidents caused by floods in the State. 

Due to the rains and floods, the damage to the standing crops was 

very extensive. The damage to infrastructure in this spell of floods has been 

the most enormous. 



During the third spell of rains, 101 Taluks, 3738 Revenue villages 

were affected and 1322 villages were marooned by flood. 

3440964 people were affected, 1151362 people were evacuated 

and 1349 relief centres were opened in the above 15 flood affected districts. 

179 persons lost their lives and a loss of 1326 cattle was reported in the 

above flood affected districts. 215369 huts were fully damagedf 167033 huts 

were partly damaged. 

An extent of 284126.35 hectares of paddy crops were fully affected 

/ submerged and an extent of 100882.39 hectares of paddy crops were partly 

damaged due to this heavy rain. Other crops to an extent of 46570.40 

hectares were damaged. 

7210.85 km length of State Highways roads, 728.88 km length of 

Municipal roads, 9264.10 km length of Special Panchayat roads and 

11508.21 km length of Panchayat roads were affected very badly. 

River banks / channels in 3459 locations and 6441 major and minor 

irrigation tanks maintained by Public Works Department and also Local 

Bodies breached. 

Immediate Relief on war-footing 

Cash doles to the tune of Rs.325.60 lakhs, 29329 dhoties, 39329 

sarees, 331250 kgs of rice and 31193 litres of kerosene were disbursed to the 

affected people in the above flood affected districts. 

5.6 Fourth Spell of Rains / Floods (02.12.2005 to 04.12.2005) 

Chennai City, Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur districts were once 

again subjected to unremitting and incessant downpour from 02.12.2005 to 

04.12.2005. With their catchment areas receiving copious supplies from 

torrential rains, almost all the tanks and reservoirs adjoining Chennai City and 

lying in Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur districts filled up and surplussed 

necessitating release of huge water in Adyar and Coovum rivers, which run 

through Chennai City. The rainfall in two days was so intense that a large 

number of low lying areas in Chennai city and in these adjoining two districts 

were inundated and a large number of people were affected by inundation. 

The rainfall recorded in Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram 

districts as recorded for 24 hours from at 08.30 a.m. on 02.12.2005 to 08.30 

a.m. on 03.12.2005 is given below. 



SI.No. District Rainfall in mm 
1 Chennai 228.43 
2 Tiruvallur 160.62 
3 Kancheepuram 142.98 

The flood water entered into the residential colonies of the low lying 

areas of Chennai City resulting in submersion of huts, houses and ground 

floor of the apartments. 48554 people were evacuated and given shelters in 

36 relief camps. The runways of both Chennai International and Domestic 

Airports suffered heavy inundation of about 2 feet depth of water on account 

of torrential rains and the authorities of the Airport had to divert the Chennai 

bound flights to Bangalore and nearby Airports. 

On account of heavy rainfall in Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram 

districts on 03.12.2005 and 04.12.2005 as already mentioned, a large number 

of PWD tanks and minor irrigation tanks received copious supply of water 

resulting in breaches and overflow of excess water. The release of surplus 

water through sluices to protect the irrigation sources by Public Works 

Department also compounded the agony of the residents of the flood ravaged 

Chennai City. 

7 persons lost their lives in the above flood affected districts. Due 

to this rainfall, 48554 people were affected and were given shelters in 36 relief 

camps specially opened in the above flood affected districts. 



Statement showing District-wise loss of Human Lives, Cattle 
Loss and Hut Damages 

SI. 
No. District Human 

Loss 
Cattle 
Loss 

Hut Damages SI. 
No. District Human 

Loss 
Cattle 
Loss 

Fully Partly 

1 Chennai 16 2 2525 47996 
2 Coimbatore 8 2 91 398 
3 Cuddalore 40 19 1588 3483 
4 Dharmapuri 9 28 369 1846 
5 Dindigul 10 207 1372 11509 
6 Erode 4 4 800 1492 
7 Kancheepuram 36 16 25 4779 
8 Kanniyakumari 2 0 33 256 
9 Karur 9 22 2613 2668 
10 Krishnagiri 8 32 565 t 2628 
10 Madurai 10 0 10 48 
11 Nagapattinam 27 75 5016 6800 
12 Namakkal 4 1 853 4301 
13 Perambalur 16 484 2900 7846 
14 Pudukottai 8 39 4794 15675 
15 Ramanathapuram 47 39 753 1178 
16 Salem 12 85 502 2492 
17 Sivagangai 2 1 8 13 
18 Thanjavur 62 55 2671 16044 
19 The Nilgiris 0 0 18 102 
20 Theni 5 0 239 1069 
21 Thoothukudi 8 12 36 102 
22 Tiruchirapalli 20 154 4343 11496 
23 Tirunelveli 4 6 360 205 
24 Tiruvallur 43 51 64777 21292 
25 Tiruvannamalai 11 81 8 62 
26 Tiruvarur 6 21 4916 23438 
27 Vellore 20 4 544 1532 
28 Villupuram 46 55 1686 14610 
29 Virudhunagar 4 25 428 980 

Total 497 1520 104843 206340 



Relief measures undertaken by the State Government 

The State Government sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1517.21 crores 

under Calamity Relief Fund for various relief and rehabilitation measures for 

the damages caused by heavy rains and floods during Northeast Monsoon 

2005 to the following item of works. 

SI.No. Subject 
Amount 

Sanctioned 
(Rs. In Crores) 

1 
Special Relief Package 
(To the flood affected families) 

514.00 

2 Free Dhoties, Sarees, Rice and Kerosene 95.00 

3 
Sanction of Input Subsidy to the affected 
farmers (for crop loss, sandcast agricultural 
lands and fully damaged motor pumpsets) 

380.80 

4 Temporary Restoration of damaged highways 
roads 

360.00 

5 To temporarily restore the damaged 
infrastructure t 50.00 

6 To temporarily restore the damaged irrigation 
sources 

113.00 

7 Miscellaneous Expenses related to floods 4.41 

Total 1517.21 

6.2 Sanction of Special Relief Package to the affected families 

Due to heavy rains and floods during Northeast Monsoon 2005 in 

four phases, flood water entered the villages and towns especially in the 

dwelling places in the 22 districts in total, which affected lakhs of families. In 

order to enable the affected people to overcome the situation and get back to 

normalcy, the Government have sanctioned a Special Relief Package of 

Assistance to the affected families. 

For this Special Relief Package of Assistance, Government have 

sanctioned Rs.514.00 crores in various Government Orders. 



6.3 Relief to the affected farmers 

The Government have sanctioned a sum of Rs. 380.80 crores in 

G.O.Ms.No. 63, Revenue, dated 23.1.2006 and G.O.Ms.No.117, Revenue, 

dated 17.2.2006 towards relief assistance to the damaged crops, sandcast 

lands and fully damaged motor pumpsets due to heavy rains and floods 

during Northeast Monsoon 2005. 

The Government have sanctioned relief to the affected farmers 

more than the norms of relief allowed under the CRF/ NCCF guidelines during 

severe floods in the year 2005 as follows:-

SI. 
No. 

Category Relief as per the norms of 
CRF/NCCF 

Actual Relief 
Assistance given 

1 Rainfed areas Rs. 1000/- per hectare for 
all categories of farmers 

Rs. 1200/- per acre 
(Rs. 3000 per 
hectare) 

2 Areas of Assured 
Irrigation 

Rs. 2500/- per hectare for 
all categories of farmers 

Rs. 3000/- per acre 
(Rs. 7500/- per 
hectare) 

3 Coconut Trees In the category of 
perennial crops Rs. 
4000/- per hectare 

Rs. 4800/- per acre 
(Rs. 12000/- per 
hectare) (Per 
hectare 175 trees at 
Rs. 68.50 per tree) 

4 Sand cast 
Agricultural lands 

Rs. 5000/- per hectare Sand cast upto 6" to 
18" - Rs. 12000/-
per hectare 

Above 18" - Rs. 
18,000/- per hectare 

5 Fully Damaged Motor 
pump sets 

No provision 75% of the cost of 
the pump set or Rs. 
10000/- whichever is 
lower'j 



Flood Memorandum 

The magnitude of the damages caused due to heavy rain and 

floods during Northeast Monsoon 2005 was very severe. In order to restore 

the damaged infrastructure and also for taking relief and rehabilitation 

measures huge funds were required. The Government of Tamil Nadu taking 

into account the perilous situation, submitted three detailed Memoranda 

seeking Rs. 13684.00 crores. 

SI.No. Memorandum Submitted 
to Government of India 

Submitted on Assistance sought for 
(Rs. in crores) 

1 Memorandum 03.11.2005 1118.67 
2 Updated Memorandum 17.11.2005 622.54 
3 Additional Memorandum 30.11.2005 11942.95 

Total 13684.16 

Also 2.58 lakh tonnes of rice and 43200 kilo litres of additional allotment of 

kerosene were requested from Government of India in these Memoranda. 

7.2 Visit of Central Teams 2005 

Based on the Memorandum submitted by the State Government to 

the Central Government seeking relief amount, an Inter-Ministerial Central 

Team consisting of 10 members headed by Shri D.S. Mishra, Joint Secretary 

(F), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India visited the flood affected 

districts from 17.11.2005 to 20.11.2005. The Team split themselves into 5 

groups. The First Group visited the flood affected districts of Cuddalore and 

Villupuram, the second group visited the districts of Nagapattinam, Thanjavur 

and Tiruvarur, third group visited the districts of Trichy, Karur and Perambalur, 

fourth group visited the districts of Madurai and Dindigul and the fifth group 

visited the districts of Sivaganga, Ramanathapuram and Pudukkottai districts. 

Before taking inspection of the flood affected districts the Inter-Ministerial 

Central Team had a meeting with the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 

and ascertained the factual position of the situation. Before and after the visit 

of the flood affected districts the Inter-Ministerial Central Team had a meeting 

with the State Government Officials and also with the officials of Line 

Departments and obtained the required particulars on the flood damages. 

Due to heavy rains on 26.11.2005 and 27.11.2005, again an Inter-Ministerial 



Central Team consisting of 10 members headed by Shri D.S. Mishra, Joint 

Secretary (F), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India visited the flood 

affected districts from 28.11.2005 to 30.11.2005. Similarly, the Team split into 

5 groups and visited the districts of Cuddalore, Villupuram, Nagapattinam, 

Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Tiruchirapalli, Karur, Perambalur, Madurai, Dindigul, 

Sivagangai, Ramanathapuram and Pudukottai and ascertained the factual 

position of the flood situation in the affected districts. 

7.3 Assistance given by Government of India 

Based on the Memoranda submitted by the State Government, the 

Government of India released a sum of Rs. 500.00 crores as grants-in-aid as 

per Lr. No. F23(34) FCD / 2005-37, Finance Commission Division, 

Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance dated 29.11.05 and further 

Rs. 500.00 crores as grants-in-aid as per Finance Commission Division, 

Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, dated 21.12.05 from the 

National Calamity Contingency Fund on adhoc basis. In their letter No. 

35-2 / 2005 / NDM-I, dated 30.3.2006, the Government of India have 

apportioned the above amount of Rs. 1000.00 crores item-wise and allotted 

Rs. 808.35 crores from National Calamity Contingency Fund. Further, the 

Government of India sanctioned 2.44 lakh metric tonnes of rice under 

"Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana". 21000 kilolitres of kerosene was also 

made as additional allotment by Government of India. 



Drought Profile 

Drought is an effect caused by deficiency in rainfall causing depletion 

of surface and underground water resources below the required level. 

Drought, water deficiency compared to normal water availability, usually 

passes through three different phases, Meteorological, Hydrological and 

Agricultural. Meteorological drought is said to occur when there is at least 

25% decrease in rainfall compared to the normal rainfall over an area. A 

prolonged Meteorological drought leads to a marked depletion of surface 

water and subsequent drying of reservoirs, lakes and rivers, cessation of 

spring flows and decrease in ground water levels all of which together are 

indicative of a Hydrological drought. Continued Hydrological drought leads to 

Agricultural drought when soil moisture and rainfall are inadequate for a 

healthy growth of crop leading to decline in productivity or even a total loss of 

crop. 

The state of Tamil Nadu experienced deficit rainfall during the years of 

2000, 2001 and 2002, against normal rainfall of 977 mm and had normal 

rainfall in 2003, 2004 and 2005. In 2005 the state received actual rainfall of 

1387.68 mm. 

8.2 Ground Water Level 

Due to failure of successive monsoon, in the years 2000 to 2002, 

ground water level in the State depleted alarmingly. Though the rainfall was 

normal in the year 2003, 2004 and 2005, there was not any considerable 

improvement in the ground water level till September 2005 due to deficit 

rainfall in the previous years, resulting in drinking water scarcity in parts of the 

State. 

8.3 Steps taken to combat the Drinking Water Scarcity from Calamity 
Relief Fund 

In the wake of drought situation due to failure of successive monsoon, 

proposals were received from the Collectors seeking allotment of funds from 

Calamity Relief Fund to combat drinking water scarcity prevailing in their 

districts, from the beginning of 2005. On the specific recommendation of 

Special Commissioner and Commissioner of Revenue Administration 

proposals were placed before the State Level Committee on Calamity Relief 



Fund for consideration. Subsequently the Government have sanctioned a 

sum of Rs. 1,840.00 lakhs from Calamity Relief Fund to the districts from the 

month of April 2005 to September 2005 to take up various drinking water 

supply works in Village Panchayat, Town Panchayat, Municipality and 

Corporation areas in Tamil Nadu. The G.O. wise sanction details are as 

follows: 

SI. 
No. G.O. No. and Date 

Amount 
sanctioned 

(Rs. in lakhs) 
1 G.O. Ms. No. 182, Revenue, dt. 08-04-05 765.00 

2 G.O. Ms. No. 201, Revenue, dt. 11-04-05 500.00 

3 G.O. Ms. No. 461, Revenue, dt. 10-08-05 500.00 

4 G.O. Ms. No. 530, Revenue, dt. 12-09-05 25.00 

5 G.O. Ms. No. 531, Revenue, dt. 12-09-05 50.00 

Total 1840.00 

2322 drinking water supply works have been taken up and completed 

of the above allotment made to the districts and put to use for the public. 

District-wise details are given in Annexure 8.1 

8.4 Food for work programme under Special Component of SGRY 

For the purpose of generating employment amongst people affected 

by drought, on the request of the Government of Tamil Nadu, the Government 

of India released a quantity of 3.04 lakh tonnes of rice during March 2004 in 

the I phase of 2004-05 and this quantity of rice has been fully utilised. Under 

this scheme each worker was paid Rs.54.00 per day. Of this, Rs.14.45 was 

given as cash and 7 Kgs of foodgrains to the value of Rs.39.55. The 

Government of India subsequently released another 1.50 lakh tonnes of rice 

during November 2004 to be utilized for food for work programme under the 

special component of the SGRY. This relief work has been undertaken in all 

the districts except the district of Chennai. This programme ensures wage-

employment with supply of rice to the needy people in the drought affected 

rural areas. As per the revised norms for assistance, under CRF / NCCF 

each worker was paid a wage of Rs.54-00 per man-day and this was in the 

form of 5 kilos of rice for a value of Rs.28.25 instead of 7 kilos of rice and a 

cash of Rs.25.75. Out of 1.50 lakh tonnes of rice received in November 2004 



147763 tonnes has been utilised. Total number of beneficiaries and mandays 

created under this scheme are as follows: 

Year Allotment 
of rice in 

MTs 

Rice utilized 
in MTs 

Works 
taken up 

Works 
completed 

No. of 
beneficiaries 

Mandays 
generated 

20
04

-0
5 

I 
ph

as
e 

3,04,000 3,04,000 55,553 55,553 42,40,879 4,33,27,865 

20
04

-0
5 

II 
ph

as
e 

1,50,000 1,47,763.25 26,783 26,754 29,84,172 

i 

2,94,13,240 



Annexure 8.1 

Details of works taken up and completed for drinking water supply under CRF 
from 01.04.2005 to 31.03.2006 

SI. 
No. 

Name of the 
District 

G.O.Ms. 
No.182, 
dated 

5.4.2005 

G.O.Ms. 
No.201, 
dated 

11.4.05 

G.O.Ms. 
No.461, 
dated 

10.8.05 

G.O.Ms. 
No.530, 
dated 

12.9.05 

G.O.Ms. 
No.531 
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Chapter IX 

Tsunami - Relief and Rehabilitation 

Tamil Nadu has gained adequate experience in effectively tackling 

the natural calamities like cyclone, flood, drought etc. But the onslaught of 

'Tsunami' - (literally Harbour Waves is Japanese - Waves caused by under -

sea earthquakes, land slides or volcanoes) is a calamity that has never been 

known to Tamil Nadu. 

An earthquake of magnitude 9.3 on the Richter scale struck the 

seabed off the North Sumatra Coast, Indonesia at 6.28 AM on 26.12.2004. 

The resultant seismic tsunami battered the coast of South India. The people 

living in villages and towns all along the coastline of 13 Districts viz. Chennai, 

Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Villupuram, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur, 

Thanjavur, Pudukottai, Ramanathapuram, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and 

Kanniyakumari were affected by the giant waves. The magnitude of damages 

in the coastal districts of Nagapattinam, Kanniyakumari and Cuddalore was 

very severe and in the other coastal areas, it was severe. The tsunami 

destroyed thousands of huts and houses, and damaged the property of lakhs 

of people. Thousands, mainly woman and children last their precious lives. 

9.2 Damages due to Tsunami 

Due to the havoc caused by tsunami in 13 coastal districts, 418 

habitations in 238 villages were affected. Further, 7996 human lives and 

16082 cattle were lost, 3502 persons suffered grievous injuries, 1.5 lakh 

dwellings were damaged and 4.9 lakh people were evacuated. 29659 

catamarans, 4628 vallams, 2657 mechanized boats and 39316 fishing nets 

were damaged. 

The fishermen community was the worst affected in the sudden 

tsunami onslaught. They were devastated not only by losing their homes, 

possessions, livelihood but also their lifeline viz., catamarans, mechanized 

boats, fishing nets (both trawl and gill nets) in the onslaught caused by 

tsunami. 



9.3 Relief measures taken by Government 

The Government undertook immediate relief measures to assist the 

families of those who lost their members and also to those who were 

rendered homeless. On the very same day of the occurrence of the disaster, 

304 relief centres were opened and 2,37,000 affected people were 

accommodated in the relief centres. About 5 lakh affected people were 

brought to safer places and 3.09 lakh affected people were accommodated in 

412 relief centres and were provided food. 

Medical Teams consisting of 547 doctors headed by Government 

Doctors were formed and deputed to the affected areas to attend the injured 

persons, to prevent outbreak of epidemic diseases and to maintain public 

sanitation etc. in the affected areas and in the relief centres. 

A sum of Rs. 2347.19 crore has been sanctioned by the 

Government of India under the Rajiv Gandhi Rehabilitation Programme for 

immediate relief, Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme, SGRY, 

subsidy to fishermen, bank loans, fishing harbour grant and housing in the 

tsunami affected areas. A sum of Rs.879.97 crore has been released by Govt, 

of Tamil Nadu and Rs. 739.77 crore has been spent up to Sep. 2006. 

9.4 Construction of permanent shelters : 

Immediately after the tsunami disaster it was reported by the 

District Collectors that the number of families whose houses / huts were partly 

or fully damaged was 1,18,000. The Government of Tamil Nadu sanctioned 

temporary relief packages including Rs.2000/- cash per tsunami affected 

family for repairing their houses. Even though some of the families residing 

in the coastal areas were not directly affected by tsunami, they opted for 

alternate houses nearby. As per their options, the Government of Tamil Nadu 

decided to construct 1,30,000 houses. At this stage, many voluntary 

organisations came forward to undertake the work of construction of 

permanent houses for the tsunami affected people. Hence, the Government 

permitted the NGOs to construct permanent shelters in accordance with the 

guidelines prescribed by the Government and after signing an MOU with the 

District Collectors. 



Houses to be constructed by NGOs 31735 

Houses to the constructed by TNSCB in Chennai city 

& Tiruvallur 

23010 

Total 54745 

Of the above - Houses allotted to the beneficiaries 10984 

Works completed and to be handed over to the 

beneficiaries 

2108 

Total 13092 

27100 more houses will be completed and handed over to the 

beneficiaries by December 2006. 

Moreover, 11662 houses were taken up for repairs and the repair 

works have been completed for 10322 houses. Apart from this, TNSCB has 

taken up the construction of houses in the following places: 

• South Chennai 7320 

• Thiruvottiyur 1842 ( Out of 5400 houses, 1842 

houses will be allocated to the 

tsunami affected families) 

• Okkiyum Thoraipakkam 5454 

Total 14616 

It is expected that construction work will be completed by the end of 

March 2008. 

9.5 World Bank - Emergency Tsunami Reconstruction Project (ETRP) 

The World Bank sanctioned a total sum of US$ 423 million (Rs 

1852.74 crore) for the following activities (G.O.Ms.No.384 Revenue (NC-4(1) 

Dept, Dated: 01.07.2005) :-

• Building transit shelters for tsunami affected families for the purpose of 

providing temporary accommodation until the completion of 

construction / reconstruction of permanent houses and upgradation of 

services in the existing temporary shelter sites and resettlement of 



tsunami affected families through, inter alia, construction of new 

houses and provision of related facilities and amenities at a cost of Rs 

1551.39 crore. 

Carrying out a programme to revitalize the livelihoods of tsunami 

affected families engaged in the fishing, agriculture, horticulture and 

livestock, restoration of damaged fisheries infrastructure and re-

establishment of safety-at-sea systems and services. Restoration of 

damaged agricultural and horticultural lands and repair and 

reconstruction of damaged infrastructure and upgradation of veterinary 

care services at a cost of Rs 122.202 crore. 

Repair, reconstruction and upgradation of damaged hospitals, primary 

health centers / health sub-centers, educational institutions, cyclone 

shelters and other public buildings, monuments and public works in the 

tsunami affected areas and also restoration of damaged river and drain 

banks, and plantation / replantation of mangrove and shelter belts at a 

cost of Rs 85.410 crore. 

Strengthening the institutional capacity of the State Government and 

other entities involved in the implementation of the Project, providing 

technical assistance and capacity building for housing reconstruction in 

the Tsunami affected areas, engaging the tsunami affected 

communities, especially the most vulnerable groups, in planning, 

deciding and implementing the housing reconstruction programme and 

the livelihood restoration programme and assessing of the 

vulnerabilities and long term issues and the needs associated with 

coastal zone protection and hazard risk management at a cost of 

Rs.41.172 crore. 

Assisting the State Government in project management and 

supervision through, inter alia, undertaking technical and financial 

audits, quality assurance reviews and continuous environmental and 

social assessment and Provision of staff, office equipment, furniture 

and vehicles, and carrying out communication activities and general 

office administration to assist in implementing the Project at the cost of 

Rs 52.56 crore. In toto, a sum of Rs.1852.74 crore has been 

sanctioned. f 



The agreement under the Emergency Tsunami Reconstruction 

Project was signed between Government of Tamil Nadu, Government of India 

and the World Bank on 12th May, 2005. The project is operational from 

09.08.2005.This project will be completed by 30th April 2008 There is no 

interest for assistance under this Project, but service charges of 0.75% per 

annum has to be paid by the Government of Tamil Nadu. The amount aided 

by World Bank under this project will have to be repaid during the period from 

2015 to 2040. 

Out of Rs.281.641 crore sanctioned by the Government of Tamil 

Nadu under this project, Rs.68.122 crore has been spent upto Sep. 2006 and 

reimbursement claims to the tune of Rs.19.49 crore under ETRP has been 

filed with World Bank. 

9.6 Asian Development Bank - Tsunami Emergency Assistance 

Project (TEAP) 

The agreement for Asian Development Bank assisted Tsunami 

Emergency Assistance Project (TEAP) was signed on 12th May 2005. A sum 

of Rs.629.63 crore has been sanctioned to carry out the following schemes. 

(G.O. Ms.No.379 Revenue (NC-4(1) Dept, Dated : 27.06.2005). 

• A sum of Rs. 218.96 crore has been sanctioned to provide livelihood to 

the tsunami affected families. ^ 

• Rehabilitation and restoration of roads, drainage structures and bridges 

affected by tsunami at the cost of Rs 39.86 crore and providing 

infrastructure facilities to Nagapattinam and Cuddalore harbours and 

12 other fishing harbours in the coastal districts at a cost of Rs.77.53 

crore. 

• Restoration of damaged water supply and drainage systems and 

upgrading of affected water supply systems into multi-village systems 

with more reliable source development at a cost of Rs 100 crore; 

Restoration and upgradation of Municipal infrastructure such as roads, 

public buildings, sanitation etc at a cost of Rs.35.04 crore; Restoration 

and upgradation of Rural infrastructure such as roads, public buildings, 

sanitation etc at a cost of Rs. 143.45 crore; Design and Construction 



Supervision and technical support consultancy at a cost of Rs.9.68 

crore and incremental support at a cost of Rs.4.38 crore; totaling 

Rs.629.63 crore. 

• Financial assistance will be provided to members of 90,000 families for 

imparting livelihood training and formation of livelihood institutions 

under TEAP. Financial assistance will be provided for risk insurance 

also. 

• Out of total amount of Rs.629 crore of assistance given by ADB 

interest will be charged for the loan portion of Rs.296 crore only and 

the remaining Rs.334 crore will be grant. 

• The amount will be repaid by Government of Tamil Nadu between 

2013 and 2037. 

Out of Rs.582.922 crore sanctioned by the Government of Tamil 

Nadu, Rs. 62.28 crore has been spent up to Sep. 2006 and reimbursement 

claim to the tune of Rs.46.10 crore under TEAP has been filed with Asian 

Development Bank. The work undertaken under this project shall be 

completed before April 2008. 

9.7 International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

The International Fund for Agricultural Development will provide 

Rs.131.40 crore exclusively for restoration of livelihood for tsunami affected 

people of Kancheepuram, Villupuram, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Tiruvallur, 

and Kanniyakumari Districts. This project will be implemented through the 

Rural Development department. There will be a service charge of 0.75 

percent per year for the sanctioned amount. This project will be implemented 

in eight years. 

9.8 Immediate Relief and Rehabilitation Works To Be Done 

The following important decisions were arrived at during the 

Collectors Conference on Tsunami Rehabilitation and Restoration chaired by 

the Hon'ble Chief Minister on 24.06.06: 

1. The construction of the balance houses to be expedited. 

2. General exemption for approval of layout plan and Planning permission 

in case of newly constructed tsunami houses related centage charges 

given vide G.O. Ms. No. 150, Housing and Urban Development Dept, 

dt. 24.06.06. 



The works that could not be undertaken by the voluntary organisations 

will be taken up by the Government and completed at the earliest. 

Government would consider promulgating an ordinance to acquire the 

lands required for housing constructions so as to speed up the 

process. 

The reimbursement of tuition and special fees for the students in 

tsunami affected areas will be sanctioned by the Government for one 

more year i.e. 2006-07 as was done in the past two years. 

As the amount spent for relief works and housing reconstruction for the 

tsunami affected during the last one and half years was not sufficient, it 

was decided to spend Rs. One thousand crore in the forthcoming nine 

months of the current year for the above works. 



Relief Sanctioned so far from CRF for various Flood / Drought I Tsunami 
Relief Works during the financial year 2005-2006 

The Government have so far sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1764.85 

crores during the financial year 2005-2006 from Calamity Relief Fund and 

National Calamity Contingency Fund to tackle the flood, drought and tsunami 

in the State in various Government Orders. Details are given below:-

Category-wise amount sanctioned 
Rs. In crore 

i) Drinking water 17.65 
ii) Flood and related items 1523.40 
iii) Tsunami relief 223.76 
iv) Anna Institute of Management (Training) 0.04 

Total 1764.85 



Conclusion 

During the period from 01-01-05 to 31-12-05 Tamil Nadu received 

an annual rainfall of 1387.68 mm against the normal of 961.24 mm with 

percentage departure of 44%, which is termed "Excessive" in meteorological 

parlance. 

rainfall in four phases during the Northeast Monsoon 2005 which caused 

heavy damages in 22 districts. A large number of people were evacuated and 

given shelter in relief centres opened in the flood affected districts. Relief 

measures were taken up on a war footing. Thanks to the prompt action taken 

by the Government and the planned and coordinated manner in which relief 

measures were carried out and the timely support given by Government of 

India in terms of assistance from NCCF, the distress was overcome. 

Tamil Nadu experienced an unprecedented and unusual heavy 

Commissioner of Revenue Administration & 
State Relief Commissioner 
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